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Spousal Sponship: Eligibility and Requirements  
By: Azaria Wolday 

Who is eligible to sponsor? Who is not eligible to sponsor? Who is eligible to be spon-
sored as a spouse? What do you do if your application to sponsor is refused? Those are 
few things that I will address in my today’s article.  
 
Who is eligible to sponsor? According to the Immigration & Refugee Protection Act 
(IRPA) Section 13 (1), a Canadian citizen or permanent resident who is at least 18 year 
of age can sponsor a spouse (or any member of the family class such as children).  
 
Usually, the person initiating the sponsorship must live in Canada to file application for 
sponsorship. If the Canadian citizen is living outside of Canada due to work etc.., and 
plans to sponsor a spouse, he will need to satisfy the immigration officer at the visa of-

fice abroad that he will resume to live in Canada when his sponsored spouse is granted permanent residence sta-
tus.  
One key factor in eligibility is financial stability. In general, sponsors need to show that they have the financial 
means to support the sponsored spouse. That means, they meet the minimum low income cut-off (LICO). Below 
is a table that shows the minimum LICO taken from Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) for the year 
2014. This might be slightly different from province to province but it is not significant.  

 

 
Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) website.  
 
Based on the above table, if a single person living in Canada plans to sponsor a spouse form outside Canada, he 
will need to show a minimum of $29,440 annual income. It has to be noted that, the sponsoring person does not 
necessarily need to work in order to sponsor a spouse. If he could satisfy the immigration officer that he has the 
financial means and he meets the minimum LICO, he could still sponsors his spouse.  
 
Who is not eligible to sponsor? On the other hand, a Canadian Citizens or permanent resident may not be able 
to sponsor if he: 
· ���������	�	
�
������������
����
����  
· ���������
����
����	�
��
�����
��������
��������	�� ���������  
· �����������	�
����
�����
�����������
�	�������	��  
· ������������������	�����������
	������������� ��	����������	���������
���������	��  
· ��������������	�
���������
�����
��
����������	�� �����  
· is a spouse, common-law partner in the past and became a permanent resident of Canada less than five years 

ago. This rule applies even if the sponsored person becomes a Canadian Citizen within these five years.  
· did not pay back an immigration loan (loan that was taken from Citizenship and Immigration Canada), or  

made late payments or missed payments.  

(continued to page 14…..) 

Family Size Minimum necessary income�
  

1 person $23,647 
2 persons $29,440 
3 persons $36,193 
4 persons $43,942 
5 persons $49,839 
6 persons $56,209 
7 persons $62,581 

More than 7 Persons, for each person add $6362 
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Popes Blessed John XXIII  and John Paul II to 
be Proclaimed Saints Together   

�Â ���vC���!#�`$��vC���¶�s��ˆ,K����Â ���vC���!#�`$��vC���¶�s��ˆ,K����Â ���vC���!#�`$��vC���¶�s��ˆ,K����Â ���vC���!#�`$��vC���¶�s��ˆ,K���
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�����Ì	�v�K#�ÍÎ������Ì	�v�K#�ÍÎ������Ì	�v�K#�ÍÎ������Ì	�v�K#�ÍÎ�  

  

Pope John was elected Pope at 78 years of 
age and was considered by the media as the 
Pope of transition, after the great figure of 
Pius XII. Actually, it did not take long for 
the old Pope won the attention and the devo-
tion of the faithful, who nicknamed him “Il 
Papa Buono” (the Good Pope) for his spon-
taneity and care for the poor, the forgotten 
ones. When he soon after called for a Uni-
versal (Ecumenical) Council, the critics 
could not believe it. However, that decision, 
brought the Church a movement that has not 
stopped since then. In his prayer for the 
Council and recited by the whole church in 
preparation for the event, he asked for a 
“New Pentecost”, or “a new outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit  upon the Church” and that is 
what he was granted.  His encyclical letters 
Mater et Magistra (The Church, mother and 
teacher, 1961 on social justice) and the 
Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth, 1963 just 
before his death) are two major teachings of 
the Church opening a dialogue with the 
world on contemporary problems.  Pacem in 
terris was the first encyclical that the Pope 
addressed to "all men of good will", rather 
than only to Catholics. In his five years as 
Pontiff he had changed the perception of the 
Church.  He did not last to see the end of the 
Council he had opened in 1962. 
One of the Sisters that for many years 
worked at the Comboni Girls Orphanage and 
then at the University of Asmara during the 
pontificate of Pope John (Angelo Roncalli) 
was Sr. Anna Roncalli, a niece of the Pope!  

 

On April 27 Pope Francis is going to proclaim to the uni-
versal Church the sainthood of his two predecessors 
Blessed John XXIII (Angelo Roncally 25/11/1881– 
3/06/1963, Bergamo)  and Blessed John Paul II (Karol 
Jozeph Wojtlia,18/05/1920–2/04/2005, Kadowice, Poland)  

The pontificate of the Polish John Paul II , aka JP2, which 
lasted 25 years,  was the longest ministry in history after St. 
Peter’s. He was the first non Italian Bishop of Rome in 
about 400 years. As a Pope he visited 109 countries, spoke 
at the UN Headquarters in New York, Geneva, Paris, wrote 
14 letter encyclicals to the whole Church ranging from theo-
logical presentations of the Catholic faith on matters of dog-
ma, moral and social justice. Famous is his first homily on 
the day of his Papal installation: “Brothers and sisters, do 
not be afraid to welcome Christ and accept his power. Help 
the Pope and all those who wish to serve Christ and with 
Christ’s power to serve the human person and the whole of 
mankind. Do not be afraid. Open, I say open wide the doors 
for Christ. To his saving power open the boundaries of 
states, economic and political systems, the vast fields of cul-
ture, civilization and development. Do not be afraid. Christ 
knows “that which is in man”. He alone knows it.” The 
Communist Government in Poland thought the passage was 
too political to broadcast it, and so it was edited from the 
whole text. But each time John Paul returned to Poland, the 
politicians had hard time to stop the millions who turned up 
to his gatherings everywhere. In fact, it can be said that John 
Paul was among the most significant person that caused the 
downfall of communism, through his outspoken support to 
the Polish Solidarnosh Workers Movement.  It is in fact 
strongly believed that there is the hand of the leaders of the 
Communist Parties around the world in the attempt to his 
life in the St. Peter’s Square on the 13 May 1981, from 
which he never really recovered.  The attention that JP2 
paid to the youth was best shown with the institution of the 
World Youth Day on the Palm Sunday, which he celebrated 
every two years in different cities around the world,  and 
which attracted sometimes even more than 1 million youth 
from all the parts of the world.  At the announcement of the 
Pope’s death on April2, 2005, the immediate reaction of the 
youth was: “Santo subito!” “Declare him saint fast!” And 
that is exactly what is happening nine years after his death.  
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April 6  -  Annual Lenten Youth Retreat  
By Br. Vittorio Boria, ofm cap 
 

It has become now a tradition for Lent: one day out 
in the woods to reflect on what really matters in life 
and is really worthy living and dying for. More than 
thirty young people high school age and older gath-
ered at the Felician Sisters Retreat Centre in Missis-
sauga, On, for a whole day, in silence � , prayer, and 
fast (outside the meals and the snacks) but no long 
faces.  The time was split between ice breakers, 
learning activities, listening of presentation by the 
well prepared Kristin Boyd. She was well qualified 
for the task, being the Youth Minister in her parish in 
Whitby, On.  Those who chose to avail themselves of 
the offer, they had an opportunity for the Easter Con-
fession, and quite a few youngsters did take ad-
vantage of it.  The teachings of the retreats were, in 
fact, centred on the Sacraments in general and the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Eucharist.  The 
moment of the Eucharistic celebration, when we 
gathered in the beautiful chapel of the Sisters and had 
the time to pray loud, sing (those few lucky ones� , 
left with the vocal chords still capable of doing so) 
was the highlight of the day.  Food was the realm of 
Kemet Bahlbi and Rita Ghirmay: Vegan is good, you 
have to be in a retreat to enjoy it to the last bite.  The 
people who poured energy and time for the success 
of the day are too many. To all of you: May you be 
be blessed!!!  
Did I hear someone thinking of the next recollection? 
And did someone suggest that it be before this one is 
forgotten ? And I say, why not . . . 
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(continued from page 7 Spousal Sponsorship) 
Who is eligible to be sponsored?  
Generally, if a Canadian Citizen or Permanent 
������	�����
���	
�������������	
���
��
���	��	�
means he has the financial means and is not in 
contravention with the law, he can submit his 
sponsorship application. However, the spouse 
should not be inadmissible to Canada at the same 
time. A person is inadmissible to Canada under 
two broad areas: 
Medical inadmissibility - if the sponsored person 
would be a danger to public health or could cause 
unreasonably excessive demands on health or so-
cial services. 
Security inadmissibility – sponsored spouses can 
also be inadmissible for criminal or security rea-
sons. That means, they had being involved in crim-
inal activity or held membership in a criminal 
gang, or committed serious offences outside Cana-
da that would be considered crime if committed in 
Canada.  
Assuming both spouses meet the necessary condi-
tions they can then proceed with their sponsorship 
application. After their application, some of the 
key elements that immigration officers (visa offic-
ers) put into consideration when assessing applica-
tions include: 
· degree of attachment both physical and emo-

	�
������	������
������  
· a mutual and continuing commitment to a 

�����������	
��	����  
· emotional as well as financial interdependen-

���  
· monogamous relationship  – that means wheth-

er couple are committed towards one another? 
Did they have any other relationship while and 
since they got married or become common-law 
partners, etc.  

If the application for sponsorship is granted – 
congratulations!  
If application is refused and the couple (the spon-
sor) decide/s to appeal the decision, he can do so 
by providing a Notice of Appeal to the Immigra-
tion Appeal Division (IAD) of the Immigration 
and Refugee Board of Canada (IRB) and a copy to 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) within 
THIRTY (30) DAYS after he receives the refusal 
letter from CIC.   
Source: (http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/��http://
www.cic.gc.ca/������ )If you have comments or 
questions about this article, you can write me at: 
awolday@gmail.com 
�
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Monthly Children’s Contest 

 
Due to some technical issues, we can not announce the winners of           
last issue’s  contest nor can we print this month’s contest questions.   
However, we will do these in our next issue.   

 
We apologize for any inconvenience. 

 
Editor  
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Unless differently indicated all days are on Sundays 
April 2014 
(On Wednesdays of 40 Days’ Fasting  @ 6.30 Stations) 
6. Mass in English  -   Youth Group (1) 
9.  (Weds) Stations of the Cross 6:30 PM 
13. Hosanna Sunday 
14-16 (Mon-Wed) Passion Week 
17. Holy Thursday  6.30 pm Washing of the Feet 
18. Good Friday  9.00 am  Prostrations 
19. (Sat) Easter Vigil Mass at 10:00 PM 
20. Geez Easter  - 12.00 No Mass 
27. Sunday after Easter  - Youth Group (2) 
 

May 2014 
4 Easter (3)  - Mass in English - Youth Group (1) 
       Annual Feast of Debre Medhane Alem 
8 Thursday - “March For Life” Demonstration Ottawa 
11 Easter (4)  -  Mother’s Day - Youth Group (2) 
17 Fund Raiser Dinner  for the Cathedral of Keren 
18 Easter (5)  - Annual Fest Ledeta Lemariam -Youth (1) 
25 Easter (6)  - Youth Group (2) 
29 Thursday  - Ascension - 6.30 pm Mass 
 

June 2014   
1 Sunday (7)  -  Mass in English - Youth Group (1)  
8 Paraclitos  -  Maryam Dearit Annual Feast - Youth (2) 
9 Monday - The Apostles’ Fast until July 12 
11 The Wed - Friday Fasting of Salvation starts 
15 Intersessiion (1)  - Youth Group (1) 
20 Friday  - Eritrean Fallen Day 
22 Intercession (2)  - Youth Group (2) - Memorial Mass 
29 Intercession (3)  -  St. Justin de Jacobis 
 

July 2014 
3 Thursday  -  The Keremti Season starts 
5 Saturday  -  Chaplaincy Picknick 
6 Keremti (1)  - Mass in English 
12 Saturday  -  Sts Peter and Paul 
13 Keremti (2) 
19 St. Justin de Jacobish Ass. Picknick 
20 Keremti (3)  - Summer Youth Group(1) recreation 
27 Keremti (4)  -  Memorial Mass 
 

July 2014 
2 Saturday  Youth Group (2)  Recreational Program 
3 Keremti (5) - Mass in English 
7 Thursday -  6:30 pm Felseta Devotions start 
10 Keremti (6)  - 10.30 am Felseta Devotions  
17 Keremti (17)  -  Summer Recollection  
22 Friday  -  Felseta  6.30 pm Mass 
24/31 Keremti (8/9) -  Memorial Mass 
Pour out your Light - Unto us who believe in 

your Resurrection  
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